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Scoutmaster’s Minute
Edwin Acajabon

Quite a lot has happened since our Troop 100 Annual Dinner in March 2020, both within the Troop
and in the world that the Scouts live in. The Dinner was one of the last in-person events for the
Troop before COVID changed the world and the program. The pandemic caused us to stop meeting

for a time, as we wondered if the closure would be over in short order. As the pandemic showed no
signs of abating and stay-at-home orders were formalized, the Troop needed to decide how to
proceed. Be Prepared is the Scout Motto and Troop 100’s preparedness was challenged. Leveraging
the resources we had at our disposal, the Troop chose to resume meeting just as schools resumed,
virtually from home.

How would a virtual meeting
take the place of an in person
meeting? While it could not
mirror every facet, it could
maintain the essence of
Scouting. When Troop 100 went
virtual, we started with
activities led by the adult
Scouters. The meetings
delivered @ Home merit
badges at first. The Troop
worked on earning the Digital

Technology and American Heritage Merit Badges. They also worked on earning their Cyber Chip
Badge, an essential component of Scouting that teaches Scouts about safety online. Keeping the
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Scouts engaged was also important, so Scout themed
versions of popular games taught Troop members
about the program. Online scavenger hunts became a
big hit.

As the stay-at-home order relaxed and small groups
could begin to gather outside, the Troop moved to
hold some outdoor activities in June. First, we held a
Scouting for Food Drop Off event, to assist those
suffering because of COVID. Then, we held our first
hike through a local treasure that we o�en bypass as
we head out of the city to camp. We hiked from Peirce
Mill, north up to the Boundary Bridge. It was the first

opportunity for the new Scouts, which recently joined from Pack 100, to meet us in person.

Again, the world around the Scouts changed as civil rights protestors raised their voices and
demanded justice. At one meeting, the Scouts spoke about what they were witnessing, how they
felt about it, and they spoke candidly. I was very proud of each and every one of them.

Summer camp at Goshen was cancelled, but the National Capital Area Council created Goshen @
Home, which a few of our Scouts took advantage of. Normally, we would have stopped meeting in
mid-June, but we continued to meet into the summer, because many Scouts continued to be eager
for the opportunity to share time with their friends.

The fall brought the Troop back together for a new program year.
More Scouts looking for adventure with the Century Troop joined
us. With more time to prepare and lessons learned from the last
few months in a socially distanced world, Troop 100 had big
plans. Starting with September, each month we continued to
meet remotely on Wednesdays, but now the PLC was back in the
front seat. They took over
each meeting, following the
monthly theme. Moments of
Learning returned to the
program, information was
shared about upcoming
events, Scout skills were

interwoven into each week’s agenda.

Twice a month Troop 100, which had grown from two Patrols
to three Patrols, met for a local hike and met to work on rank
advancement. We hiked on the Glover Archbold Trail, the
Battery Kemble Trail, the Western Ridge Trail, and more. Later
we each gathered remotely around a campfire, singing songs
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and performing skits. Then the Scouts camped @ Home
each in their own sleeping bag, tent, or hammock.

When we were not out hiking, we learned how to set up
tents, raise the American flag, first aid skills, knot tying,
and knife/axe/saw safety. We had a movie night
outdoors, on an inflatable screen. We had a holiday
party, where gi�s were exchanged and carols sung. We
held a Patrol Leaders’ Council Retreat to plan the next
year.

It has been a challenging year, but Troop 100 is
prepared. There are plans to resume camping in the
summer, if not sooner. Goshen, Philmont, and Rodney
will all be open, and Troop 100 will have Scouts at each
of those camps. We will continue to meet and we will
continue to learn the skills that are a hallmark of
Scouting. There is a reason why people expect a Scout to be able to survive in the outdoors. It is
because they are Trustworthy, Loyal, Helpful, Friendly, Courteous, Kind, Obedient, Cheerful,
Thri�y, Brave, Clean, and Reverent.

The Troop 100 program would not be possible
without each of the Scouters that support the
unit. Thank you to St. Ann’s Church, the
Assistant Scout Masters, Committee Chair,
Troop Committee, COR, Scouter Reserve, Merit
Badge Counselors, volunteers, and parents
who help make Troop 100 possible.
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Marsh’s Farm
February 2020 | Tomas Parodi

It was around six or seven
am. We met at St. Ann’s
Church. We all prepared
for our trip to Marsh’s
Farm. We stopped at our
trusty 7-11 to get trail
food. Once we got there, it
was a one-mile hike to the
actual campsite. When we
got there, we set up the
tents and had some lunch.
We tried to have a

fire-building
contest, but that
ended quickly. For
most of the
a�ernoon, I spent
my time gathering
firewood. I seem to
recall someone
falling in the river,
but I cannot

remember who it was. The older Scouts were already
making food for dinner and at around five, we ate dinner.

The stew that we made for my patrol, the Fox Patrol, was
not the best, but I managed. A�er a session of KP in the
dark, I could finally sit at the campfire and rest. While the
Stags were enjoying their burnt cake, I warmed up and
waited anxiously to receive my neckerchief, for my first
camp out. A�er a skit and song from each patrol and a brief
lesson about the origins of Scouting, Felix, James, and I got
our neckerchiefs. We went off to bed, and then, suddenly,
out of nowhere, Janis showed up. I do not remember what
kept him for so long, but he came and stayed at the other
tent.
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Surprisingly, we all woke up at the right time. To my shock, my water froze completely to ice.
Apparently, that happens all the time, but it was still cool to see. Neil hastily prepared scrambled
eggs, and the time in between that and the trash line was a bit of a blur. The hike back to the

parking lot was harder because we were going uphill
this time. The ride home seemed a lot faster, and I was
picked up at around two pm. As both my first campout
and the only real one of the year, it was a fun time and
one that I will probably remember for a while.
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Virtual Meetings
April 2020 | Daniel Snee

When the pandemic spread across the United States in March
2020, Troop 100 had to change the way we operated. Many
aspects of our program were reevaluated once we had to
practice physical distancing and other quarantine measures.

Our last in person event was the Anniversary Dinner on March
7, 2020. A�er a few weeks of not holding meetings, we held our
first virtual meeting in which we covered first aid.
Transitioning from in-person to online was very difficult at first
and we were not entirely sure how the meeting should be run.
Of course, being the Senior Patrol Leader at the time, I needed
to adapt to this new environment. Since our normal in-person,
meetings were close to two hours and I knew we did not want
to be online for so long, I decided we should skip out on
activities that would take too much coordination over Google
meetings. This le� mostly announcements, scouting themed
lessons, and presentations commonly known as moment of
learning (MOLs). This may seem like a questionable decision,
however, I cut down on activities that were nearly sure to fail,
and ensuring every activity we engaged in went smoothly.

As with all things, there were exceptions to
the previous statement. During some
meetings we would engage in introductions,
where Scouts would take turns telling the
others information about themselves. Other
activities included games like, Scout
Jeopardy, Scout Wheel of Fortune and
scavenger hunts where leaders called out a

Scout-themed item and Scouts would run to
get them to present them in front of the
camera. The first person to do so got a point,
and the patrol with the most points that
meeting won. Various games were tried
during our first few meetings as we were
figuring out how to make the most of being
online.
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During the pandemic, I noticed the differences with how a meeting was planned and executed,
including the scrapping of many aspects that will hopefully be restored when the pandemic ends
and we can finally once again meet in person. We are doing the best we can do and are trying to be

efficient with the
meetings since
most of the Scouts
have online school
every day. While
they are still fun
and engaging, I
simply cannot wait
to see my fellow
Scouts once again
for in-person
weekly meetings.

Ewan Conroy

When lockdown first started, we needed to adapt our
Scout meetings to fit with lockdown protocol, with this
came our first virtual meeting. The first virtual meeting
was very different from how meetings usually go, but
a�er some getting used to them, virtual meetings
became as fun as a regular meeting. The
online M.O.L.s (Moment of Learning) were very
interesting as normal, but so far in my opinion, the best
aspect of online meetings was scavenger hunts. In a
virtual meeting scavenger hunt, we would be told a
certain item that we needed to find in our household
and whoever found the item first got a point, we would
do this for a whole list of items and whoever got the
most points won.

I think the leaders of this troop have done an excellent
job making online meetings enjoyable for all. I
definitely prefer in person meetings, but the leaders
have done a fine job with what they have, so thank you
to all of them. All in all, virtual meetings were nice to experience but I will not be sad when we go
back to in person meetings. Virtual meetings may even make me appreciate in person meetings
more!
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Hike from Pierce Mill to Boundary Bridge
June 2020 | Ian Condon

The hike from Peirce Mill to
Boundary Bridge was my very
first hike as a Boy Scout (not my
first hike though). We started at
the pavilion and waited for other
Scouts to arrive. When the rest of
the Scouts were assembled, we
set out. It was going well until we
walked past the trailhead. So, we
had to walk all the way back to
get on the right trail. When we
finally got back and made the
right turn, we started to walk up a
steep hill before we were on level
ground for a while. Then we
started to descend and came across a bridge and we crossed it one by one at the direction of the
older scouts (it was a joke, because the bridge was only two feet above the ground).

A�er that, we walked more and came to a fork. We had two options, go le� or go right. We
obviously chose right, because it was obviously the wrong way. We walked back to the turn, which
was not that far. We continued walking and then found a place to eat lunch. A�er lunch we
continued with our hike. Finally, a�er walking and talking, we reached our stop. We took some
pictures on a bridge and then went home.
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Scouting for Food
June 2020 | Gareth Meikle

The food drive hosted by Troop 100
on June 13 was one of the first
in-person activities we held since the
beginning of quarantine in March of
2020. This is, for the most part,
attributable to the nature of the
event. Social distancing was entirely
enforceable and the Scout’s behavior
(somewhat) manageable. Whatever
the reason, it was one of the first
events we held where we actually
were able to see each other in person.
I think that was, by a fairly wide
margin, the best part of it. 

I will admit that logistically the event was a bit of a
mess. As long as I have been at the troop, we have
never held a food drive. As such most of the scouts, the
younger scouts in particular, had some difficulty
organizing and expediting the work that needed to be
done (yes I realize that logistic management is the
responsibility of the PLC but everyone has to play
some part in expediting the work).

The event lasted from 10 am until 2 pm, but many
Scouts showed up late or le� early. We set up on the
lawn between Yuma Street and St. Ann’s Catholic

Church. There we had some tables and chairs. As
cars pulled up on Yuma Street, we would take
the donated food from the car (with respect to
social distancing). Then we would sort the
individual items into boxes. Finally, we would
load all of the donations onto a truck at the end
of the event. I think it was a good opportunity to
introduce newer scouts to the idea and
processes of community service through the
troop. Almost just as importantly, it was one of
the first in-person events that some of the new
scouts ever attended. 
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Goshen @ Home
Summer 2020 | Alex Penberthy

As you may know, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, Camp Goshen was forced to cancel the in-person
activities and move to virtual merit badge counseling.  When I first heard of the idea of virtual
Goshen I was a little skeptical. The idea of getting a merit badge while sitting at a computer instead
of on a picnic bench felt wrong. That being said I saw this as the perfect opportunity to knock out a
couple of merit badges as I signed up to do all the Citizenship Merit Badges and Oceanography. I
coordinated with my friend Daniel to make sure we worked on the same badges. We ended up
taking Oceanography and Citizenship in the World together.

My first impressions of virtual Goshen were odd. For one, the counselors seemed more uptight but
the Scouts seemed more relaxed. Usually, on the first day, everyone is super shy and quiet while
the counselor tries to lighten the mood by being laid back and casual. Instead, when I joined my
Citizenship in the Community session, I heard scouts singing Hamilton, while the counselor was
stressing the importance of staying on task and calling him Richard, instead of, well you know. That
being said, Oceanography and Citizenship in the World were a lot of fun to work on and the
counselors were great. Citizenship in the Community was a little weird but overall an educational
merit badge. Citizenship in the Nation was also enjoyable but a little repetitive as most of the
questions were similar or the same as the other two Citizenship merit badges. All in all, it was an
enjoyable experience. One highlight was attending a local government meeting for DC’s Ward 8,
which was interesting.

A large takeaway from virtual learning is
the importance of casual interactions
amongst Scouts and Counselors. The best
merit badges are ones where learning is
intertwined with laughs and “normal”
conversations on say sports or movies.
Taking merit badges should not feel like a
class. It should feel like hanging out with
friends, but you are talking about
citizenship or oceanography. While I cannot
say I disliked virtual learning, it does not
compare to sitting at a picnic bench on a

sunny day. Furthermore, virtual learning is easier in my opinion, which is both good and bad
depending on how you look at it. Personally, I feel as though I did not work hard enough for the
merit badges but at the same time, I am not complaining. 

In conclusion, I did enjoy virtual Goshen, but I feel as though it lacked essential elements of the
merit badge experience. I am hoping that Goshen will be in-person in 2021, as I did miss hanging
out with the troop a�er a hard day’s work. All in all, virtual Goshen gets an 8 out of 10 rating from
me.
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Being a Scouter Reserve
Patrick Snee

A�er Nico Acajabon and I
became Eagle Scouts
and turned 18, we
enrolled as Scouter
Reserves in order to help
the troop and stay active
when we could. This
period of time was much
longer than we expected
due to the pandemic. I
was sent home to
continue my Miami
University of Ohio courses remotely. Nico began his freshman year at Penn State at home remotely
as well. Our involvement has been fun and easy and it gave us something very productive to do. It
also allowed us to pass on our Scouting knowledge while getting to know the newest Scouts in the
Troop. The events we participated in and helped facilitate, included hikes, troop meetings, the tree
sale, Scouting for Food, and other activities. Nico and I are very proud of Troop 100 and hope that
our help has been of value to them, we also hope that we set an example for the Scouts to become
Eagles and then to continue to be involved in the Troop.
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Glover Archbold Hike and Camp @ Home
September 2020 | Quentin Colon-Roosevelt

The hike from Georgetown
to St. Ann’s in September
was my first activity with
Troop 100 since
Coronavirus hit us all in
March (other than online
meetings.) It was also
probably my first time
going out of the house in
weeks. I had recently
started a new school and
was adjusting to the class
schedule and heavy
workload (having deadlines for the first time a�er five years of being homeschooled is a significant
change.) Additionally, I had been added into group chats with students from the school and was
nervous about first impressions and other insignificant social matters. A�er staying up far too late
the night before, I woke up to realize that I had no clue where any of the items I would need for the
hike were. My scout uniform, hiking boots and neckerchief were items I had not seen in months,
and my father and I tore apart the house looking for them. I eventually found my uniform in my
older sister’s closet for no apparent reason and my neckerchief in a drawer in the dining room.
Once I had all my clothes and made myself coffee, my dad and I drove quickly to where the troop
was meeting, while I texted kids from my school the entire ride there. 

Arriving at where the troop was getting ready to embark on our hike was strange, as I was seeing
people who I had only seen on screen for the past three months, in person finally. Masks covered

all our faces as well,
which brought me into
the reality of the
situation we continue to
face. The virus had
transformed things we
once considered
standard, safe, and
healthy into tasks that
must be done with the
highest levels of
precaution and safety in
mind. Besides that, it was
great to see people in
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person again. There
were also many new
Scouts I had never met
in person. So, this
served as my
introduction to them.
A�er saying hi to
everyone, the troop
immediately split up
into patrols to
maintain social
distancing while hiking
in groups. We were
sent onto the trail a
fair amount of time
a�er the first group
had started their hike,
to maintain distance
as well. The hike gave me an opportunity to put away my phone and stop worrying about school
and talk to Scouts, both new Scouts and Scout I had not seen in months while walking through the
woods. We talked about how adapting to online school was going for everyone, whether LeBron
was now the greatest basketball player of all time, and the upcoming presidential election. The
group in front of us got lost, which caused a minor hiccup in the troop’s plan, but once everything
was sorted out, we just continued on our trek. Just being in nature and hiking in the woods was a
rare occurrence for me. I assume many of the other scouts felt this way as well, and the hike
allowed us all a getaway from everything going on in the world and some semblance of normal

activity, even just for a few hours.  

A�er each group ended its trek, we made our way to St.
Ann’s Church to prepare for dismissal. We lined up by
patrol, albeit spread out across the lawn instead of the
tight groups we would typically be in. We were told
about the online overnight camping event the troop
would be doing that night, which I could not attend as I
was slammed with homework. The patrols were going
to do skits, work on some advancement, and do other
scout-related practices at the event to try to emulate
one of our standard camping trips as best as possible.
While we waited for final dismissal, I talked to Scouts in
the other patrols and caught up with them as well, on
how they were doing. Overall, the hike was a great
experience, as I was able to see Scouts I had only seen
on a screen for the past half a year and meet the new
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scouts I would get to know better throughout our online meetings and other events during the
year. My dad picked me up a�er Alex and Daniel dismissed us, and I headed back home to get to
work on all my AP U.S. History work, reinvigorated by getting time outside with other people in
nature.

Joshua Monash

When it was time for the campout, we set up our tent in
my grandparent’s backyard. It is very close to Bethesda
and Fort Bayard. We camped with my brother Wells, my
mom, and our dog, Jackson! Because of COVID, we had
to make some changes. There was one main difference
between going to a real campsite and doing it at home,
and it was the people. There would normally be around
15-20 Scouts and at home there were only three people. 
What was the same was definitely sleeping outside;
because normally we do not do that at home. 

We also still had fun! There were a lot of the same
activities like walking and roasting marshmallows. Also,
when we were asleep in our tent, the weather was so
cold!!!  We were in three blankets each!! We got terrible
sleep and we finally went to bed around 1 am. 

I think that we could make the virtual
camping experience better by having some
sort of meeting the next day (or that
morning) so that we could talk about how
it went.

18



Battery Kemble Park Hike and Camp @ Home
October 2020 | Gabo Rodriguez-Seoane

My hike and camping at home experience were great.  

First, we hiked through the
wilderness with the whole
troop. A�er the hike, we all went
home to get ready for the
virtual campfire and camping at
home. I was camping with my
friend Jordan and he came back
with me to my house to do the
virtual camping. My family already
had everything pre setup and
sanitized for when he got there. 

A�er we finished the hike, we came
back and got ready for the virtual
meeting at 7 pm with s’mores.

Before the meeting, Jordan and I setup up our campsite, which was my treehouse. When
we finished the meeting, we ate dinner, finishing it by having hot cocoa and s’mores as
dessert. Then my parents and little sister le� us outside to play on our trampoline for a bit. We
finally went to bed, but not to sleep. We stayed up until 2:15 am in the treehouse talking. Given the
fact that we were in quarantine it was very fun to be able to hike with fellow Scouts and talk with
my friends.  
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Scouting for Food
November 2020 | Luke Voss

It was eight in the
morning, and I had just
gotten to the annual Troop
100 Scouting for Food
Drive. There were cars
already lined up and our
job was to collect their
food donations, weigh
them, and sort the
different types of food to
donate. A�er we gathered
food from a few cars,
everybody got the hang of
it and it went by a lot
faster. Surprisingly, there
were many cars with a lot
of food in each of them,
which kept us busy. 

My job was to pick up the bags of food from the cars and weigh them, while other Scouts sorted
them into categories like proteins, fruits, vegetables, etc. It was a lot to do, and the people
participating in this event were working very hard. The Pack 100 Cub Scouts also helped with
sorting the food into boxes, which was very helpful. 

“Nineteen pounds” I called out for someone to mark down, as I put the bag on the table for
sorting. 

A�er a little while, we
took a break and had
lunch. I walked down to
Wawa and ordered a
sandwich. When it was
ready, I came back to the
food drive and everyone
was cheering. 

I asked my friend, “What’s
going on?”

“Biden won the election!”
he exclaimed. 
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Cars were honking their horns in excitement,
as they drove past us on Wisconsin Avenue.
A�er a little bit of cheering, I sat down to eat.
I was munching on my sandwich when
someone pulled up in a car. I jumped out of
my chair and ran to it, eager to weigh
another bag of food. I picked up the bag with
the help of two other Scouts, because this
one was heavy. When we put it on the scale,
it came out to be around twenty-eight
pounds of food, which was very generous!
We called out the weight for someone to
write down, and then hauled the bag onto
the table for sorting. 

This had been a very fun event, and we
collected 2,200 pounds (over a ton) of food
for a local food bank that supports over eight
hundred families!
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Movie Night: Follow Me Boys
November 2020 | Edwin Acajabon

It was an exciting idea. Assistant
Scout Master Sam Snee, had access
to an inflatable movie screen and
had suggested holding a movie night
for the Troop 100 families. It was an
unusual event for the Troop, but the
world had become unusual. There
had been no family picnic in June
and the first virtual Court of Honor
was not as solemn when done over a
computer screen.

The evening started out with
teaching the newer Scouts about
setting up tents. A�erwards a Court of Honor was held with the help of some Cubs from Pack 100,
with siblings in the Troop. A fire was started in a fire pit to add atmosphere and help keep away the

chill. Families brought dinner that
they ate as the movie began.

The Troop was treated to Disney’s
Follow me Boys, a 1966 film about
Scouting, starring Fred MacMurray
and a very young Kurt Russell. The
Scouts can tell you that Kurt Russell is
the guy from Guardians of the Galaxy
II. The film did a good job of depicting
the skills that Scouts still learn today.
A few things have changed though.

It was a fun event for the family. It is
also something that many of the
Scouts look forward to repeating.
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Rock Creek Park Nature Center Hike and Camp @ Home
November 2020 | Ian Condon

I arrived at the Nature
Center to find other Scouts
waiting around for everyone
to arrive, like myself. We
waited and more Scouts
finally arrived. We then
broke up into our individual
patrols. My patrol and I went
first because we were the
Beavers (the newer
scouts). Once we set out, we
started to work
on requirements such as the
Scout Oath, Scout Law,
Scout Slogan, Scout Motto and things like that. I helped a friend of mine who was new to Scouting,
learn and practice the Scout Oath and Law. 

We walked and practiced so we could get requirements signed off. Then all my patrol worked on
learning the pictures of the ranks. A�er that, two other Scouts and I worked on learning the
Outdoor Code. A�erwards we walked back to get our requirements signed of and worked on knots.
I got all my knots of “Scout” rank completed, so I worked on bowline for “First Class” rank and got
that signed off as well. Then it was time to go. 

7 pm.

I was back at my house to join the other
Scouts for our online campfire and I was
just chilling with the people there. We
were showing each other our tents and
where we would be sleeping. I was
sleeping on my living room floor, so I
brought my blankets and pillows there
and made a kind of fort. I showed it to
everyone and then we went back to my
fire and looked at
everyone else's campsites. The meeting
ended and I went to sleep, but only a�er
I had some s’mores. 

23



November 2020 | D’Jhanir Harris Smith

It was a Fall day with
beautiful auburn and
orange leaves falling from
the trees. We were gathering
in Rock Creek Park near the
Nature Center. This would
be the first time in quite a
while for me to interact face
to face with the other
Scouts. As we were waiting
for all of the Scouts to
arrive, I got to know some of
the Scouts in my patrol
better. There was also
another troop there at the
Nature Center. It had been a
long time since I saw another troop, so it surprised me. When everyone finally arrived, we headed
towards Ft. De Russy; the remains and a landmark of the fort that was used during the Civil War.
There was a low wall, but I could only imagine what it looked like when it was in use. We then
continued on our hike. On the trail, the Scouts went over the basics of Scouting. The patrol
method, the Scout Law, the Scout Oath, the Outdoor Code (that is one that most of us have trouble
remembering), and Scout Spirit. The Scouts were eager to advance, so when I would teach them
something, they would go practice until they got it right. I also would not sign off their
requirements, until they got it perfect, but it was their resolve that made it possible to complete
their requirements. Eventually we arrived at our destination and we had one commemorative
photo before everyone headed home.
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Tree Sale
December 2020 | Grady Jiggens

One of the things that I
remember best is it was
cold. I am pretty sure that
it was not extremely cold,
but being cold for a while
makes it seem colder than
it is. I also remember
standing by the fire a lot.
This, however, came in the
a�ernoon. I actually came
later in the day, as I had a
hockey game earlier.
Because of this, I missed
the earlier parts of the tree sale. 

My day started with carrying trees.
There were a bunch of them leaning
on the wall on the side of the St. Ann’s
Church gymnasium, and we had to
carry them to the other side where
they were put into two piles. These
trees were to be delivered, if I
remember right. A�er all of these
trees were piled up, we went back to
the

parking lot. Here, I helped tie trees onto car roofs. Unfortunately,
there were only two rolls of twine, and so we had to wait a lot for
one group to be done so we could start on the tree we were tying
up.

The amount of customers slowed down a�er a while, and most of
the Scouts there started talking around the fire. This went on for a
while, and occasionally a car would pull up for a pre-ordered tree
to be picked up. Later on, I also tagged trees. These tags had the
type of tree and the customer's name on them. A�er tagging the
trees, we would tie the trees on the person’s car. Overall, and even
with COVID, we had a successful tree sale.
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Holiday Party
December 2020 | D’Jhanir Harris Smith

The holiday party was a little bit different this
year especially since it was outside. With the
current situation with the global pandemic, it
was refreshing continuing certain Scouting
traditions in person.

The gi�s were wrapped and tied, the stage was
set, and everyone was in the social distancing
attire of wearing a mask. Scouts slowly arrived
and set their gi�s on the table. Some made
small talk, while others started with
advancement. I am the new Beaver patrol
leader, and since COVID, I had only done
advancement sessions with my scouts one other
time. It was fun to help them advance and see
them show what they know. A�er about an hour
of advancement, the main event was starting,
the gi� unwrapping competition. Now it
saddened me a little bit that it was not really a
"competition" (because I would have won), but
the experience was what really mattered. I'm not bitter. The gi� unwrapping came and went a little
less chaotic than usual, but the laughs were the same as any other year.

A�er the gi�
unwrapping, each
patrol performed their
holiday song. It was
obviously rigged,
because we lost a�er
performing a
wonderful A Capella
of Jingle Bells. How
do you not win by
singing Jingle Bells,
it's Jingle Bells!
Anyway, a�er the
songs were done, we
assembled and did
our troop cheer. It was
a very fun party.
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Patrol Leaders’ Council
January 2021 | William Wales

In normal years, the
Patrol Leaders’ Council
(PLC) planning meeting
is an overnight retreat.
The older scouts who
make up the PLC go out
to a cabin on the
Chesapeake Bay and
work on the next year’s
calendar. We get
leadership training and
figure out what we will
do for the next year,
choosing monthly
themes, dra�ing
meeting plans, picking
events and more.

This is not a normal year, COVID restricted the size
of our group and where we were able to go so we
gathered on a small private island on the Potomac
just above Little Falls Dam called Sycamore Island.
It was a great trip but there were a few issues with
the location. The first being that it is in the center
of a river. The only access is a ferry, which is really
just a platform on two dented metal pontoons. To
get across the channel everyone piles onto the
platform while someone stands at the front and
pulls on a rope that has been stretched across the
river. While it is perfectly safe and sturdy it can be a
little nerve wracking the first time and some of the
group were not so sure. Once on the Island we
gathered inside the Island’s clubhouse. At almost a
hundred years old it has survived plenty of floods,
but the insulation could use some work, so we
filled the wood burning stove and as the room
warmed we sat down to reflect on how crazy this
year of Scouts has been and how we can make the
next one even better.
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Flag Raising and First Aid
February 2021 | Ray Matano

I want to write about three
things that I learned at this
meeting. I also want to write
about what I prepared, my
reflection and my goal.

I learned at this meeting
“how to raise the American
flag”. I was amazed to know
you fold the American flag
and Japanese flag
differently. I also learned
“how to march with a flag”. I
also learned at this meeting
“how to use [a pocket] knife”.

I prepared a First aid kit and
my Patrol Leader checked it for me.

I forgot my neckerchief. My reflection is to be more careful.

My goal is not to forget the Scout Oath, Scout Law, Scout Slogan, and Scout Motto. I will follow
them throughout my life.

Jackson Mello

It took a while but we finally did a flag-raising ceremony. It was a windy day on February 6 when we
showed up at Wilson High School to raise a flag on one of their smaller flagpoles. We did this to
complete the flag-raising requirement many Scouts need for rank advancement to Tenderfoot. We
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had gotten in contact with Wilson’s JROTC
director, who allowed us to use the flagpole.
The ceremony consisted of us assembling a
color guard, raising the flag, and then
lowering it. A�er we had practiced a few
times, we were finally ready to perform the
raising and lowering of the flag. Once we did
so, we got the requirements signed off. We
then headed over to Fort Reno where we
practiced first aid (showing off our
homemade first aid kits) to complete
another requirement. Some of us also
learned about knife safety. Then we
performed some skits and headed home.
Overall, it was pretty interesting and I
enjoyed it.
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Ice Hiking
February 2021 | Arjun Bhat

It all started as soon as
everyone from Troop 100
arrived at the Rock Creek
Park Nature Center. It was
very icy outside on this cold
day. Many of the people in
the Troop slipped as we
were waiting to start. We
started to walk along the
long trail. Part of this trail
would be in the city, and
another would be through
the forest. Parts of the trail
were covered in a thick
layer of ice that was hard
enough to break a stick. However, other parts of the trail were untouched by the cold ice.

We continued on the icy terrain, some of us sliding down the steep ice covered hills. As we got
deeper into the forest, we saw more and more untouched land. Our Troop was split into groups
while we hiked, depending on each Scout’s patrol. At some parts of the hike, different patrols
blended with each other. 

We soon exited the forest and started to walk on the city streets. Most of the snow had melted on
the city streets. This made it so much easier to walk. We pressed on even though it had been
almost 2 hours of hiking. Then we were there, back at Saint Ann’s Church for the Court of Honor
ceremony. That was the end of this very long hike, with twists and turns along the way.

30



Memorable Moments from New Scouts
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2020 Troop Advancement

Scout Tenderfoot

Ian Condon
Luke Voss

Tomas Parodi

First Class Star

D’Jhanir Harris Smith D’Jhanir Harris Smith
William Wales

Life

Alex Penberthy
Daniel Snee
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2020-2021 Nights of Camping
Scout Nights

Kunal Bansal 3

Arjun Bhat 3

Ian Condon 3

Ewan Conroy 4

Ethan Crawford 1

D'Jhanir Harris Smith 1

Grady Jiggens 4

James Khan 4

Sebastian Linell-Simmons 1

Ray Matano 4

Jackson Mello 4

Joshua Monash 3

Tomas Parodi 4

Daniel Snee 4

Luke Voss 3

William Wales 4
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Troop 100 Committee
Kerri Cox – Troop 100 Committee Chair

Edwin Acajabon - Scoutmaster
Elizabeth Snee - Chartered Organization Representative

Stephanie Curcuru – Secretary
A.J. Calbert - Treasurer

Kevin Reber - Advancement Chair
Sam Snee - Assistant Scoutmaster

Anthony Consoldane – Assistant Scoutmaster
Blake Franko – Assistant Scoutmaster
John Le Mon - Assistant Scoutmaster
John Cates - Assistant Scoutmaster
Steve Kunk - Assistant Scoutmaster
Joan Sharkey – Committee Member

Francisco Parodi – Committee Member
Natasha Bajuk – Committee Member

Timothy Jiggens – Committee Member
P-B Beilak - Committee Member

John Russell - Committee Member
Patrick Snee – Unit College Scouter Reserve

Nico Acajabon – Unit  College Scouter Reserve

Troop 100 also thanks all the Scout parents and Friends of Troop 100 who supported the Troop in
other ways such as serving on Boards of Review, participating in Committee meetings, attending
Courts of Honor, and volunteering at Scout events such as the Tree Sale. Troop 100 also thanks

Natasha Bajuk for compiling this year’s Council Fire.

Dedication
This year’s Council Fire is dedicated to our nation’s brave first responders and essential workers,
who have been on the front lines of the combat against the global COVID-19 pandemic every day

throughout the past year.

We recognize you, we support you, and we salute you.
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Scout Friend
John Giordano
Wendy Smith

Jack & Kay Wales

First Class
David Cox

Star Patron
Tammy Katy & Rahul Bhat

Eagle Benefactors
Natasha Bajuk & Francisco Parodi

Olivia Baker
Jill & Rudy Casasola

Kerri Cox & Mark Wales
Monte & Todd Monash

Patricia and Patrick Cunniff
Teruko & Hiroshi Matano

Svetlana Vtyurina & Ed Condon
Elizabeth Wrege

Court of Honor
Shannon & Stratton Penberthy
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